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COMPETE FOR CASH AND PRIZES EVERY DAY AT  

BLACK HAWK’S BEST POKER PARLOR!
FEATURING: 

17 action-filled tables
Five-table overflow room

Daily tournaments

300 Main Street, Black Hawk, CO 80422  • 303-582-2600 • GoldenMardiGras.com

Must be 21 years or older and an A-Play® Club member to participate. Management reserves all rights.  
See Guest Services for complete details. Gambling Problem? Call 800-552-4700.

PUT ON YOUR BEST POKER FACE
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F
or the second time in Season 

10, the MSPT is headed to Black 

Hawk, Colorado for the back end 

of the MSPT Signature Series April 13-

19 which includes six trophy events 

culminating with a $1,110 buy-in Main 

Event boasting a $200K Guarantee. 

Golden Gates Casino resides in Black 

Hawk, which is about an hour west 

of Denver. Most recently, the MSPT 

and Golden Gates Casino partnered 

January 15-19 to attract the largest field 

in Colorado history when the $360 buy-

in Regional tournament hosted 1,087 

entrants. Erasmus Morfe, who also 

finished 19th in the 2015 World Series of 

Poker Main Event, cruised through most 

of the final day without any big swings in 

either direction, eventually coming out on top.
After awarding two trophies in January, this upcoming Signature Series will 

include 6 more trophy events, morning and nightly cash tournaments as well as 
satellites into the $200,000 guarantee main event.

The last time the MSPT visited the property for a $1,110 Main Event was back in 
November when Steve Wilkie defeated a field of 399 entrants to earn the title and 
$85,149. This was Wilkie’s first MSPT cash at that time, just two weeks later he went 
on to final table and place 4th at Canterbury Park with a field of 802 runners for 
another $51,944!

The highly-anticipated $1,110 buy-in MSPT Main Event will kick off on Thursday 
of that week. That event will feature three starting flights beginning with Day 1A at 
Noon local time on Thursday, April 16. Days 1B and 1C will then be held at the same 
time on Friday, April 17 and Saturday, 
April 18 respectively. The remaining 
players from each flight will combine on 
Sunday, April 19 at 11:00 a.m. and play 
until a champion is crowned.

At the same time one year ago, the 
eleventh Main Event ever held at the 
venue—drew 354 entrants and saw Brian 
Hou of Ann Arbor, MI outlast the field to 
earn $78,973! 
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Brian Hou



One Buffington Harbor Dr.  |  Gary, In  |  888-225-8259

V I S I T  M A J E S T I C S TA R C A S I N O.C O M  F O R  M O R E  D E TA I L S

Must be 21 and a Majestic Rewards™ member. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-9-WITH-IT.

OVER 1,600 SLOTS | 24-HOUR HIGH LIMIT TABLES

WEEKLY
GUARANTEED
POKER TOURNAMENTS

PLUS BONUS OPPORTUNITIES AT 

MAJESTICSTARCASINOPOKER
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Mike Shin

Event Preview

T
he MSPT is headed back to Majestic Star Casino in the 

East Chicagoland area (Gary, Indiana) that will culmi-

nate with a $200,000 Guaranteed Main Event April 3-5.

A series of $65 and $250 satellites will kick off March 12th 

and feed into the $1,100 buy-in MSPT168 Main Event, which 

requires players be 21+ to play. The Main Event will offer two 

starting flights starting with Day 1A at 3 p.m. on Friday, April 

3. Day 1B will take place at the same time on Saturday, April 

4. The surviving players from both flights will then return at 

11 a.m. on Sunday, April 5 to play down to a winner.

Last August, the East Chicago area played host to the 

MSPT154 Main Event at Majestic Star Casino which turned 

out to be a non-stop parade of top MSPT superstars. On the fi-

nal day one shone the brightest as John Sun carried the over-

all chip lead from Day 1 all the way to his second MSPT Main 

Event title, becoming the 13th player in tour history to ac-

complish that feat.  Two starting flights attracted 324-entries, 

the largest major event ever held at the property. Sun walked 

away with $71,945 for the win!

In January of 2019, Mike Shin of Milwaukee, WI topped a 

field of 309-entrants which at the time eclipsed the largest 

field of 301 at the property. Shin walked away with the $68,593 

top prize! The win was the second largest of Shin’s career 

after the $427,930 he received for finishing 12th in the 2016 

WSOP Main Event. Shin would go on to win the 2019 MSPT 

Season 10 Player of the Year title.

"I feel awesome, man! I don't know what else to say." Shin 

said after his victory. "I try not to miss these events, especial-

ly in this region."

The MSPT first visited Majestic Star back in March 2014 

(Season 5) when Ken Baime topped a field of 301 entrants to 

win the title for $77,681. Five months later, the tour returned 

to the venue and saw Brian Zimcosky top a 228-entry field to 

win $61,870.

Enjoy six floors of gaming action at Majestic Star Casino! 

They’re bringing the ‘Win’ to the Windy City!

Located just 35 minutes from Downtown Chicago, our ca-

sino features a huge selection of gaming options 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week. It’s there you’ll find over 1,700 Slots, table 

games, Baccarat, poker, and more!

You can also enjoy a wide variety of dining options, includ-

ing their award-winning Steakhouse. With the latest slots and 

MSPT RETURNS TO MAJESTIC STAR CASINO WITH A 
$200,000 GUARANTEED MAIN EVENT!
BY MSPT STAFF

wide array of table games, Majestic Star has something for 

everybody! Plus enjoy all your favorite games on their new 

non-smoking level. 



Must be 21 or older. Schedule subject to change.  
Management reserves all rights.

$1,000,000
GUARANTEED

MAIN EVENT PRIZE POOL
NOW IT’S YOUR MOVE.

Come test your skills at the Poker Room named
“One of the Best in the US” by PokerNews. Our October 
2019 tournament was host to 1,615 players and the prize 

pool was the 6th consecutive MSPT prize pool to reach 
over $1 million. Enter the Super Satellites, Main Event 

Qualifiers or fly in for the Main Event. It’s Time to 
Get Your Game Face On at FireKeepers.

FireKeepersCasino.com

I-94 to Exit 104 | 11177 Michigan Avenue

MSPT RETURNS
SPRING 2020!

MAIN EVENT MAY 14 – 17

Visit FireKeepersCasino.com or call the Poker Room  
directly at 269.660.5631 for more details.
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GTO Life

Majestic constantly provides its players with the newest slots 

in the game, like Riches with Daikoku, Solstice Celebration, 

and my personal favorite guilty slot machine pleasure, the 

4D banger Willy Wonka. (Violet! You're turning violet, Violet!)

For the best dining on the boat, look no further than 

Majestic Chop House. The play here is their dry-aged bone-in 

New York strip. Pair it with a bottle of Caymus Cabernet and 

I promise youwill go home a winner regardless of how the 

cards fall.

That ends it for this month’s GTO Life… make sure to check 

out our newly revamped YouTube page at MSPTPoker for in 

game content unlike any tour in the country! 

It's been a long time—we shouldn't of left you—without 

some GTO Life to step to. As MSPT Season 11 comes into 

March like a lion, let’s check out some of the very best GTO 

Life plays on tour!

Our first stop this month is at Grand Falls Casino & Golf 

Resort (March 4 -8). Technically in Larchwood, Iowa, but 

just minutes from Sioux Falls, SD. Grand Falls is far from 

your typical Midwest casino. From the 750 gaming options 

including the Motherlode slot bank, high limit lounge, and 

brand new Betfred Sportsbook, they will have you feeling like 

a Vegas high roller in no time. My restaurant recommendation 

is Ruthie’s Steak & Seafood, but instead of heading into the 

dining room, pull up a seat at the bar and check out some of 

the best appetizers on tour. The GTO Life pick here is filet 

lollipops! Cooked to a perfect medium rare, the filet bites are 

then bacon-wrapped and drizzled with a made from scratch 

blue cheese demi glaze and béarnaise sauce for the win.

Beware the Ides of March, and then head to Meskwaki 

Casino in Tama, Iowa (March 20-22). With a massive 67,553 

square feet of endless casino games including the loosest 

slot machines in all of Iowa, a vibrant 24/7 poker room where 

cash still plays at the table, and bingo every day of the week, 

Meskwaki is your go-to place for a good time. My personal 

favorite part of the casino is their incredible Winding Stream 

Spa. Here, you can choose from an aromatherapy wrap, a 

hot stone massage, a hydrating manicure and pedicure, and 

much more. Make sure to book your appointment in advance 

as openings fill up fast.

If you’re looking for a quick adventure outside of the casino, 

the Cellar Peanut Pub tops my list. With 50 award winning 

craft beers on draft and some of the most knowledgeable 

pubtenders in the business, the Cellar Peanut Pub prides 

itself on not only their selection of beer but also beer 

education. Each pubtender is a certified beer server through 

the Cicerone Program, and is more than happy to chat about 

craft beer & peanuts. They’ll even listen to a few bad beat 

stories if you’d like.

As we end March like a lamb and look forward to April, 

make sure to mark your calendars for what could be one of 

your last times to play at the current Majestic Star Casino, 

Chicago Area (April 3-5), as they prepare for a brand new 

land-based property. Majestic Star is made up of two boats 

(formerly owned by Donald Trump) floating on the great Lake 

Michigan. As if playing poker on a boat wasn’t fun enough, 

GTO LIFE
BY BEN VALDER

BetFred Sportsbook at Grand Falls Casino

Peanut Pub



canterburypark.com

MARCH FEATURED TOURNAMENT:

www.canterburypark.com   •   952-445-6870   •   866-MN-POKER   •   1100 Canterbury Road, Shakopee, MN 55379

WHEN YOUR CHIP STACK STARTS TO 
LOOK LIKE A SMALL CITY.

MINNESOTA STATE POKER CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES  
MARCH 5-29

MSPT $300K GUARANTEE
April 24-26

$350 MONSTER STACK 
$50K GUARANTEE

May 22-24

CHEAP & DEEP NLH
$50K GUARANTEE

June 17-21

Event #1 – $100 Crazy Pineapple
March 5 - 6:30 PM 

Event #2 – $100 Ladies NLH
March 6 - 5:00 PM

Event #3 – $340 Super Stack NLH
March 7 - 10:30 AM

Event #4 – $500 Mix Game (Dealer’s Choice/6-Max)
Day 1: March 13 - 1:00 PM

Day 2: March 14 - 11:00 AM
Event #5 – $250 Seniors NLH (50+)

March 14 - 10:30 AM
Event #6 – $150 Double Stack NLH

March 16 - 6:00 PM

Event #7 – $300 Black Chip Bounty NLH
March 18 - 6:00 PM
Event #8 – $200 Tag Team NLH
March 19 • 6:00 PM
Event #9 – $350 Monster Stack NLH
Day 1A: March 20 - 3:00 PM
Day 1B: March 21 - 3:00 PM
Day 2: March 22 - 1:00 PM
Event #10 – $150 Double Stack NLH
March 23 - 6:00 PM
Event #11 $1,100 NLH Main Event 
Day 1A: March 27 - 3:00 PM
Day 1B: March 28 - 3:00 PM 
Day 2: March 29 - 1:00 PM
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Mike Wilmes (April 2014 for $108,984), Adam Younis (April 

2013 for $95,328), and inaugural champ John Dragich (2009 for 

$34,765).

Recently, Canterbury Park renovated their card room, 

gaming pits, restaurant options and entrance to the Track 

Level.  In addition, Canterbury unveiled a $400-million 

redevelopment plan that would facilitate the development 

of restaurants, hotels, entertainment, offices, medical, 

retail and commercial recreational uses. Plans include an 

extended-stay hotel, boutique hotel, hotel and water park, 

an office space, new restaurants, specialty options, family 

entertainment venues and more. The live part includes a 

luxury apartment complex, upscale townhomes and a senior 

housing co-op. The vision for the redevelopment is a place to 

“live, stay, work, play.”

Canterbury Park Racetrack and Card Casino is Minnesota’s 

only thoroughbred and quarter horse racing facility. There 

is also year-round wagering on simulcast horse racing and 

hosts a variety of other entertainment and special events at 

its facility. 

canterburypark.com

MARCH FEATURED TOURNAMENT:
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M
innesota’s Canterbury Park, home to the first-

ever MSPT event, plays a prominent role on the 

MSPT Season 11 schedule. With one Main Event 

at Canterbury under our belt in Season 11, in April we’re 

returning for another $1,100 buy-in, $300,000 GTD Main Event, 

which will take place the weekend of April 24-26.

The venue, which requires players be 18 years or older, will 

host a series of $65 and $250 satellites in the weeks leading 

up to it.  The final table will be broadcast LIVE (15-minute 

delay) worldwide on msptpoker.com using RFID technology 

allowing all viewers to see the hole cards. In addition, the 

entire Main Event will be live reported in the MSPT live blog.

The MSPT has hosted 23 Main Events at Canterbury Park 

over the years. Most recently, December’s event attracted 802 

entries, it was Anthony Dunne coming out on top to capture a 

$155,288 first-place prize.  Dunne, who doesn’t have any other 

documented tournament cashes on HendonMob, defeated a 

tough final table that included three former MSPT champs, 

two of which were also former Players of the Year. Still, 

Dunne outlasted them all to claim the title and six-figure 

score.

One year ago in April, Minnesota’s Canterbury Park 

attracted 450 entries and after a full weekend of play, Mark 

Jaroslawski of Stillwater, Minnesota, navigated a grueling 

MSPT Canterbury Park this weekend, shipping the title and 

$95,700 after a five-and-a-half hour battle at the final table. 

His unorthodox style of making large bet sizes preflop worked 

to his advantage, and he explained them by saying, "I like to 

play big pots, I like to mix it up, catch somebody off guard. My 

motto was 'No free cards anymore,' because Day 1 on Friday, 

I lost six pots early, all because I got rivered because I let 

them get there. I decided after that, just hammer down."  For 

Jaroslawski, it was his 4th MSPT Main Event cash and 1st 

Final Table.

Other MSPT Canterbury champs from the past include 

Michael Esquivel (September 2019 for $98,113), Matt Kirby 

(February 2019 for $99,573), Andrew Rubinberg (December 

2018 for $179,776), Ben Marsh (December 2017 for $102,493), 

Blake Bohn (September 2018 for $94,568), Rob Wazwaz (April 

2018 for $109,375), Mark Collins (February 2018 for $102,076), 

Carl Carodenuto (April 2016 for $90,805 and December 2015 

for $116,103), Dan “DQ” Hendrickson (April 2015 for $106,182), 

MSPT RETURNS TO CANTERBURY PARK APRIL 
24-26 FOR A $300K GTD MAIN EVENT
BY MSPT STAFF

Mark Jaroslawski 

Event Preview
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Hall of Fame

and trailing only the three prior HoF inductees—Aaron 

Johnson (38), Kou Vang (32) and Rich Alsup (29). Steele 

racked up 7 cashes in Season 10 alone. He has cashed at least 

once in every season since his first score in Season 4, eight 

consecutive years.

In addition to his MSPT success, Steele placed 332nd in the 

2018 WSOP $10K Championship for $37,705, 22nd place in the 

2015 WSOP $1,500 Millionaire Maker for $45,275 and 362nd in 

the 2013 WSOP $10K Championship for $28,063. 

T
he MSPT Hall of Fame was launched in 2017, but 

unlike other HoFs, there is no voting players in. 

Instead, there is a list of criteria players must meet in 

order to earn their way in. That criteria includes:

•	 Achieve a minimum of 25 MSPT Main Event Cashes 

and 1 MSPT Win OR 1 MSPT Player of the Year

OR

•	 Achieve a minimum of 10 MSPT Main Event Final 

Tables and 1 MSPT Win OR 1 MSPT Player of the Year

As highlighted in the February issue of MSPT Magazine, 

Sunday, January 19th was a big day for Chelsea, Michigan’s 

Patrick Steele. Not only did he best a 611-entry field at JACK 

Cleveland Casino in Ohio to win the 2020 Cleveland Poker 

Open $1,100 Main Event for $124,461, Steele also became just 

the fifth person in tour history to earn a spot in the MSPT Hall 

of Fame.

That win was Steele’s 25th MSPT Main Event cash (5th all-

time) and he has 5 MSPT Main Event Top Tens (4th, 3rd, 4th, 

10th, 1st) totaling $273,912 in MSPT earnings.
Steele talked about his historic night after his win: "Words 

can't describe it, but to do two things in one night, finally get 
a win on the MSPT, it's pretty awesome. To be involved with 
the great Hall of Famers, it's cool to be a part of both of those 
groups."

Steele also won the MSPT Season 4 Player of the Year title – 
not to mention amassing nearly $600,000 in lifetime earnings 
according to The Hendon Mob including a $155,636 win on the 
Heartland Poker Tour.

Steele, who attended Northwood University in Midland, 
Michigan where he played Division II football, owns Steele 
Heating & Cooling, Inc.—a third-generation family business—
but has been supplementing his income through poker. 

Steele’s first MSPT cash came in March 2013 (Season 4) 
at FireKeepers Casino in Battle Creek, MI, placing 4th for 
$18,364. Just two weeks later he would go on to place 3rd at 
Ho-Chunk Gaming WI Dells for $27,772. He then final tabled 
again in August 2013 placing 4th for $18,880. Steele would 
appear in the Top Ten 4 times in Season 4—still a tour 
record—earning Player of the Year honors.

Steele has racked up 25 main event cashes giving him the 

key HoF total number, tying him with HoF’er Mark Hodge 

PATRICK STEELE WINS WAY INTO 
MSPT HALL OF FAME
BY MSPT STAFF

Patrick Steele
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BOB WHALEN WINS MSPT THE VENETIAN 
LAS VEGAS POKER BOWL IV
BY MSPT STAFF

T
he fourth edition of the MSPT $1,100 buy-in Poker Bowl 

at The Venetian Las Vegas featured a $1 MILLION 

guarantee, and a massive turnout of 1,093 entries re-

sulted in a $1,060,210 prize pool.

On Saturday night, the day before the NFL Super Bowl LIV 

between the San Francisco 49ers and Kansas City Chiefs, a 

winner was crowned in the MSPT Poker Bowl IV after Bob 

Whalen of Henderson, NV began as the Day 2 chip leader and 

rode it to victory after a five-way deal was struck.  

Whalen took $140,152 as a part of that deal, which was a new 

career-high surpassing the $129,967 he previously won back 

in 2009 after taking down a Heartland Poker Tour (HPT) Main 

Event. In 2008, he also finished 79th in the World Series of 

Poker Main Event for $77,200. This was Whalen’s first MSPT 

cash.

Whalen, formerly from Wisconsin, has lived in Vegas for 

Bob Whalen

Event Recap
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holding jacks to Minasian’s ace-nine after the latter made 

a straight on the river. At that point, the final five players 

paused the clock to discuss a deal. They came to terms, and 

as the chip leader, Whalen was crowned the Poker Bowl IV 

MVP taking down his first MSPT title. 

the past three and a half years playing about town nearly 

every day of the week. However, it wasn’t his first taste of 

victory at The Venetian as ten years ago he won three Deep-

Stack tournaments within a two-week span.

Among those to make the money at the top 150 were Terry 

Fleischer (14th - $11,662), Marko Pantelic (20th - $8,588), Poker 

Bowl II champ Kfir Nahum (22nd - $7,209), Kathy Liebert (23rd 

- $7,209), Sorel Mizzi (31st - $4,559), Brett Halan (41st - $3,499), 

Ashley Sleeth (47th - $3,181), Kenna James (60th - $2,863), 

Chipp Jett (66th - $2,757), Eric Wasylenko (70th - $2,757), and 

MSPT Season 1 Running Aces champ Joe Matheson (77th - 

$2,651).

Final Table Action
MSPT regular Kou Yang was the first final table casualty 

after running pocket fours into Justin Young’s sixes, and Eyal 
Al Revah followed him out the door after committing his 
short stack with king-ten suited only to see Grachia Minasian 
roll over pocket aces. Revah flopped a flush draw but bricked 
the turn and river to fall in ninth place.

The short-stacked Vadim Shlez was next to go after losing 
king-ten to Young’s ace-queen all in preflop, while Young him-
self bowed out in seventh running pocket tens into George 
Brady’s two black jacks.

Next on the chopping block was John Dennehey, who lost 

Final Table

Place Name City, State Prize
1 Bob Whalen Henderson, NV $140,152*

2 Grachia Minasian Russia $100,682*

3 George Brady England $96,839*

4 Thomas Lust Belgium $94,376*

5 Oluwashola Akindele Henderson, NV $85,004*

6 John Dennehey Savage, MN $38,168

7 Justin Young Henderson, NV $29,686

8 Vadim Shlez Ukraine $23,325

9 Eyal Al Revah North Hollywood, CA $19,084

10 Kou Yang St. Paul, MN $14,843

*denotes chop

The Venetian Las Vegas
Buy-in: $1,100  ♣  1,093 Entrants

The Venetian Las Vegas
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WINNERS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL TAXES  |  MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS  |  GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-426-2535 
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The World’s 
Number One Odds 
Comparison Service

‘‘
’’Compare legalized sportsbooks

Claim free bets
Expert free picks

Compare legalized sportsbooks
Claim free promotions
Expert free picks

www.oddschecker.com/us/@oddscheckerus

The World’s Number One 
Odds Comparison Service
‘‘

’’

Follow live updates
from 2020 MSPT events
on PokerNews

The World's Leading Online Poker Guide 

www.pokernews.com

@PokerNews

Free poker strategy courses
Advanced hand analysis
Compare online poker sites

Wouldn't you like to 

win more hands?







Give us a call
(702) 433-7075

WE’RE THE 
POKER TAX 
SPECIALISTS.

RECEIVE A CONSULTATION TO MINIMIZE YOUR POKER TAX LIABILITY

Visit us at PokerCPA.com 
Offices in Nevada, California and New Jersey 

• Tax Return Preparation
• Foreign Bank Account Reporting
• US Taxation of Non-US Citizens

• Professional vs Amateur Classification
• Professional Poker Deductions
• Chop Consulting



THE BEST POKER ROOM IN LAS VEGAS

APRIL 6 - 26, 2020

VIEW COMPLETE SCHEDULE AT 
VENETIAN.COM/DEEPSTACK 
AND FOLLOW ALL THE ACTION AT 
VENETIANPOKERROOM.BLOG

IN GUARANTEED PRIZE POOLS 
$1 MILLION
MORE THAN

$600 NLH MonsterStack $200,000 guarantee April 16 - 19, 2020


